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FEMA Grant approved for Station 12 ...

On Friday October™, t he Grand Traverse Metro Emergency
we are the recipient of a $2.8 million dollar grant from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
had heard rumors that we had been a grantee as potential vendors had been calling the week prior tg

GTMESA is only 1 of 4 departments in Michigan to have received these monies. The other three are:

Ser
We
the

5 cpfficial notice. This grant will be administered by FEMA and the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program.

Dutton

(near Grand Rapids), Washington Township (near Pontiac), and Highland Park. We are only 1 out of 104 in
the entire USA. We feel quite fortunate and are pleased that we can build this needed station on our west side

without having to raise taxes to do so. Our department received numerous letters of support from US

Levin & Stabenow, Michigan Senator Allen, Michigan Representative Schmidt, Grand Traverse County

Board, and from Township Supervisors Kladder, Lile, & Korn. Thanks to everyone who wrote letters o
support!

e o

In our grant request we stressed that our project was shovel ready, that it will reduce response times,
area with high unemployment, serves a growing population, and that it would be LEED (Leadership in
and Environment al Design) certified. Our #dAgre
you goes out to Garfield Township for allowing us to locate this station in their Silver Lake Recreation

A Big thanks goes out to Assistant Chief Brad Schnaidt who has worked alnsbsp monthis project since
May. His leadership helped bring this grant home! We are currently completing the federal requireme
get the project started. We hope to be able to bid this project out in the next couple of weeks and hop
started. This is one winter that | hope is conducive for building. We hope to be in it sometime late nex

2009 Call Volume Analysis

Station 12 will help

Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total assist Station 11
All Stations 274 272 304 294 292 305 322 289 270 2,352 | hoir call
Station 1 62 59 49 57 71 73 75 78 61 524 y o all
Station8 27 29 28 28 34 37 27 25 34 235  Voume ana allow us
Station 9 25 22 16 26 25 29 25 23 17 191 to reauce our
Station 11 160 162 211 183 162 166 195 163 191 1,402  response times to
A T hi 539 cal 0 3% the west side of
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East Bay Township 515 calls  20.10%  Carfield Twp.
Garfield Township 1809 Calls  70.58%
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Metro Search and Rescue (SAR) Team ...

As most of you probably know by now, Metro Fire has formed a Search & Rescue team tq,
the mitigation of certain technical rescue incidents within the Metro Fire district. Technical

rescue incidents require highly trained personnel and the proper equipment for the task af#ss

The primary responsibility for our team is to assist our department and/or other agencies
Water, & Ice rescue incidents. All of our team members have been trained to the Water Rfg
Operations level. We will be working to train all team members to the Ice Rescue Technic}
this winter, as well. We have also been working on training in the area of Wilderness Sea¥i
Rescue. Metro Fire has invested monies in GPS units and mapping software, as well as
packs carrying all of the necessary equipment to sustain a minimum of a 24 hour search. This tralnlng will help ie sSeapbsaiid rescue

of a lost child, a hunter, or elderly patient, for example. Our team has been working closely with théGmiBOaK well dee Pugsley
Correctional ERT team (who also specialize in Search & Rescue cases) over the last 9 months. We were recentlyorsitetertarai
County in late September for a lost 90 year old man. Our team assisted in a multi agency response, which included degdatmerfis &

EMS, Leel anau

Sheri ffods,

Uu. S. National Par k Ser vi c ebilizesouarteanP u

within 20 minutes, and we were on the scene within 45 minutes of the call. We hope to continually expand the capabi@asmal
rescue team in the future. We are also still looking for a few more dedicated members to be part of the team. Waigeneralywo times
a month on weekends. If you are interested in joining, please contact Capt. Tony Po£6863381or enail tposey@gtmetrofire.org

Oct fi Nov
Training Topics
Oct 21std 1800 hrs(Sta. 11)
Extrication
Oct 22ndd 1800 hrs(Sta. 1)
SCBA Training
Oct 22nd & 23rdd 1900 hrs
(Sta. 115rand Traverse Mall
REQ: Preincident Survey
Oct 24thd 0900 hrs DAYTIME
(Sta. 115rand Traverse Mall
REQ: Preincident Survey
Oct 28thd 1900 hrs(Sta. 9)
Medical: Legal Ethi¢s. prep)
Oct 29thd 1900 hrs(Sta. 1)
High Rise Training
Nov 2ndi 1900 hrs(Sta. 8)
High Rise Training
Nov 4thd 1900 hrs(Sta. 11)
Medical: Bleed/Soft Tissue

(1L/1P Trauma)

Nov 7thd 0900 hrs (Sta. 1)
REQ:RIT Training
Nov 9thé 1900 hrs(Sta. 8)

Medical: Emergency Driving
(2L/1P Ops)
Nov 11thd 1900 hrs (Sta. 9)

REQ:RIT Training
Visit www.gtmetrofire.orgor
current training and
NEW Public Education
calendar.

t he Chi

Hell o from the Chiefods office. I't appears
serious about the winter season. We preach preparedness to all of our citizens and we too need to
prepared ourselves. This month we will be performing pump maintenance and pump testing followe
annual | adder testing on the 3rd of
back on our pumps and the tire chains as well. We need to refocus our driving habits to roads with
conditions.

Message from ef &

It is also the time of year that we should prepare ourselves for the upcoming cold and flu season. T
been a media blitz on the HIN1 flu virus. Do we get shots or do we not get shots is the question we
Healthcare workers such as ourselves are at risk for the HIN1 virus. There have been cases locally
getting the vi Metrods responders go

rus. ar e

What are some things we can do to reduce our exposure:

1. Use all Universal Precautions and Body Substance Isolation (BSI) including masks, glo
protection, and gowns. We have a supply of N95 mask on our trucks.

2. Wash your hands frequently.

3. I f you have flu |Iike symptoms,

4. Get vaccinated for the seasonal flu as well as the HIN1 strain.

5. Properly decontaminate our equipment.

stay h

Metro will provide at no cost to the employee the seasonal flu shot. You can get this at the Munson
Occupational Clinic. There will be a flu clinic there this Thursday Oct 22nd froBptarf you cannot
make that time, you can stop by and wait for a shot during their working hours. You must show you
ID. The H1N1 shot will be provided free for all healthcare workers in the upcoming months. These
administered by department paramedics at the stations. Please let your Captain know if you are int
a H1N1 shot as we need a count.

Chief Parker

Be safe!

November|.
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Note from Chief Flynn ...

SOG Cornefi | would like to spend each month with a little discussion about one of our operating guidelines. Guidelipéscartoima
reason, they provide guidance on actions to be taken on the scene of an emergency. There are national standardsethnat negdsb
about every call. We need to follow these standards or we as a department are liable for the outcomes.

Elevator Emergencies 602:00hen dispatched to an elevator emergency remember to ask some imy
questions to Central. Is the victim in the elevator having a life threatening emergency? Has the eleyv
company been called? If the answer to question number 1 is no, then there is no emergency excep
discomfort for someone. We do not use the elevator door access keys unless life safety is jeopardiz
elevator company has been called, ask for an Estimated Time of Arrival. If they are expected within
period of time, respond and give reassurance to the victim. The policy gives helpful suggestions on
be done short of using elevator door access keys. On September 16, Station 11 was dispatched to
elevator call in Copper Ridge. The call had a positive outcome thanks to the actions of FF Harvey ajf
Rittenhouse. In this incident, the electric shutoff for the elevator was reset and it put the elevator in
normal operating mode. This is found in the mechanical room next to the elevator. Please review tf

Training Last HazMat training scenario was held at Shoreline Fruit on US 31 N in Acme on October 19 at($86Mbtsw pictufdss
was the last scheduled HazMat training for the year. The last two RIT/Mayday trainings will be held in November.rEesielént p
survey planned at the Grand Traverse Mall for October 22, 23 and 24. Contact Capt Bloom for details. There is HiginRdaad
for Aspen Hills on Oct 29 with Station 1 at 1900 hrs. Check the training schedule for the monthly training.

Make sure all required trainings are completed before the end of the year. If there are circumstances that may prohibéfsomeo
completing the required trainings, please get with the Station Captain as soon as possible. Do Not Wait Until The Last Minute

From 702Recently, there has been a rash of fires on the west side of Garfield Township. One night in late Septemiziytttosspteri
home. At 0200 hrs Metro responded to a shed fire next to a residence on Deerfield Rd two blocks from the West MiddigrStitieool.
help of TCFD and the homeownerdés gar dg-r—reoser——ie—stet—t— r
Also, at the same time, an attempt to ignite four vehicles was made by those who weg believe

were responsible for the shed fire. One of those vehicles was my next door neighbojwhose

pickup truck was slightly damaged. The perpetrators have not been identified as yetjand

more of this type of behavior may be expected in the future. Please watch your

neighborhoods.

Here is a picture of another spontaneous combustion fire at a restaurant. This was thje second
time at Hooters on US 31 N. Again the rags were very oily even after being returned from

the laundry. They were tightly packed in a bag and emitted heat until it smoked whergby the
employee found it and brought it outside.
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